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THE WRECK OF 
THE E.S. NEWMAN

TEACHER READ ALOUD
Theme 1, Grade 5
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Activate Prior Knowledge

• We are going to read 
aloud The Wreck of 
the E.S. Newman 
which is a true story 
about a difficult rescue 
in stormy weather.

• Do you know of any 
shipwrecks?
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Activate Prior Knowledge

• Locate the Outer Banks 
of North Carolina on the 
United States map.

• The men at the rescue 
station on Pea Island in 
the Outer Banks saved 
hundreds of lives.
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Sequence of Events

• Keeping track of the order
in which events occur 
will help you understand 
the selection.

• Pay close attention 
to the sequence of 
the rescue efforts 
and listen for the 
clue words such as 
after, later and before.
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While You Read

What did Meekins
do as soon as he 
realized that 
someone had sent 
a distress signal?
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While You Read

What did the rescue 
crew do to save the 
passengers aboard 
the Newman?
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While You Read

What did Captain 
Etheridge do 
next to rescue 
the passengers? 
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The Wreck of the E.S. Newman

• Were any parts of the story confusing?

• Summarize The Wreck of the E.S. Newman.
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Sequence of Events

List the order in which the rescue 
efforts occurred.
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The Wreck of the E.S. Newman

Evaluate the personal traits of the characters 
that made the rescue possible and successful.
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The Wreck of the E.S. Newman

How did the people in 
The Wreck of the E.S. 
Newman cope with 
nature’s fury?


