LEARNING THE LANGUAGE OF LITERATURE
Unit 4, Part 2, Grade 10
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Introducing Point of View

Point of view refers to the vantage
point from which a story is told.

— Retell a personal experience
using two different points of view:

» one in which you speak as a participant

» another in which you speak
as an outside observer telling the story.

— What are the differences between the two?




I
Presenting First-Person

Point of View

Advantage

» &llows narrator to speak direelly to reader, crealing a great sense of Inimacy
~ &llgws wiriter 1o add deplh so story by use of unrellable or nalve narrator

Disadvantage

* Provides only limited knowledge of other characters and events-
readers know only what the narrator knows

Read a first-person narrative aloud
In order to hear the narrator’s speaking voice.




|
Your Turn

 Read the excerpt
at the right
of page 623.

How does this
narrative point

of view affect your
feeling of suspense?




I
Presenting Third-Person

Point of View

The third-person point
of view offers the voice
of a nonparticipant telling
the story and can provide
great awareness than
the limited view of a
first-person narrator.
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Presenting Third-Person

Omniscient Point of View
Advantage

* Provides readers wiih Insight Info several characters.
* Sllows 1he writer 10 develop & mare complicated plot ar 1 examine Droader

legues
Third Person
Omnlgclent | Disadvantage
* May leave the readers detached from the story - no obvious character on
whom to focus and no character speaking directly to them

e Third-person omniscient point of view was a
convention widely used by 19"-century writers,
but it is almost never used by fiction writers today.

e To provide insight into all characters’ minds is
psychologically implausible for anyone.




Your Turn

 Read the passage

 Why do you think Guy

at the top right
of page 624.

de Maupassant used
an omniscient point

of view rather than the
point of view of one

of the two friends?
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Presenting Third-Person
Limited Point of View

Advantags

* Provides readers wilh a character they can get o know Inlimaiely
* Allows readers some emallonal distance

* Allows a writer fo withhald Informailon to create suspense or mystery
Third Pargon
Limted | Disadvantage

* Limits reader's knowledge of other characters. I

A reasonable metaphor for third-person limited point
of view might be that of a camera sitting on the
shoulder of the viewpoint character, seeing the world
as he or she sees it, with the exception that the
camera also has access to his or her interior thoughts
and feelings.




Your Turn

 From whose vantage
point Is the passage on
the bottom right

of page 624 told?

 How does this help you
understand the conflict?




