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BUILD BACKGROUND 
Unit 1, Grade 3 

Reading  
− Decoding and Word Recognition 1.3 

•  Read aloud narrative and expository text fluently and 
accurately and with appropriate pacing, intonation, 
and expression. 

−  Vocabulary and Concept Development 1.4 
•  Use knowledge of antonyms, synonyms, 

homophones, and homographs to determine the 
meaning of words. 
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Reading 
−  Vocabulary Concept Development 1.8 

•  Use knowledge of prefixes (e.g., un-, re-, pre-, bi-, 
mis-, dis-) and suffixes (e.g., -er, -est, -ful) to 
determine the meaning of words. 

− Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-
Appropriate Text 2.6 

•  Extract appropriate and significant information from 
the text, including problems and solutions. 
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LINE1: noses hands lessons  crayons 
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LINE1: noses hands lessons  crayons 

LINE 2: hooks seeds books words 
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LINE1: noses hands lessons  crayons 

LINE 2: hooks seeds books words 

LINE 3: tilt tilted tilting wait waited waiting 
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LINE1: noses hands lessons  crayons 

LINE 2: hooks seeds books words 

LINE 3: tilt tilted tilting wait waited waiting 

LINE 4: bow bowed bowing 

LINE 5: curve curved  curving tackle tackled tackling 
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LINE1: noses hands lessons  crayons 

LINE 2: hooks seeds books words 

LINE 3: tilt tilted tilting wait waited waiting 

LINE 4: bow bowed bowing 

LINE 5: curve curved  curving tackle tackled tackling 

LINE 6: small smaller smallest tall taller tallest 

LINE 7: them send next bell edge 
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SENTENCE 1: The American children tilted back 
their long noses, laughing. 
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SENTENCE 1: The American children tilted back 
their long noses, laughing. 

SENTENCE 2: I stood and bowed. 
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SENTENCE 1: The American children tilted back 
their long noses, laughing. 

SENTENCE 2: I stood and bowed. 

SENTENCE 3: Her hands curved over my 
shoulders. 

Copyright © 2010 Sacramento County Office of Education 
Some images used under license from Shutterstock, Inc. 

SENTENCE 1: The American children tilted back 
their long noses, laughing. 

SENTENCE 2: I stood and bowed. 

SENTENCE 3: Her hands curved over my 
shoulders. 

SENTENCE 4: Friends like for you to send them 
letters in the mail. 

Copyright © 2010 Sacramento County Office of Education 
Some images used under license from Shutterstock, Inc. 

What did you learn 
about friendship from 
the last story? 
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In “Gloria Who Might 
Be My Best Friend,”  
we discussed what  
it’s like to move to a 
new place. 

− What might it be  
like to move to a  
new country? 

− What might it be like 
to go to a new school 
in a new country? 
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The friendship between 
Gloria and Julian in 
“Gloria Who Might Be My 
Best Friend” was 
unexpected. 

− What other surprising 
stories about friendship 
have you personally 
seen or experienced? 
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What questions on the 
Concept/Question Board 
might this story answer? 
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•  Vietnam is a country is 
Southeast Asia. 

•  In 1957, the country 
engaged in a civil war 
which the United States 
became involved. 

•  Many Vietnamese 
people fled from their 
country to be safe. 
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In the story, there are  
many unique names. 

− Nguyen (nōō yen) is the 
main character’s family 
name. 

− Hoa (hwä), which means 
flower, is the main 
character’s name. 

− Ut (ōōt) is her nickname. 
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•  “Angel Child, Dragon 
Child” is realistic 
fiction. 

•  Realistic fiction stories 
are made-up stories that 
could really happen. 
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•  Read aloud the title and 
the names of the author 
and illustrator. 

•  Quickly look over the first 
page or two of the 
selection. 

•  Why do you think Ut 
looks sad? 
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Look for Clues 

− What unfamiliar  
words or long  
sentences did  
you notice while  
browsing? 

− What clues did you find to help you 
understand the selection? 
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Focus Questions 

− Read the Focus 
Questions before  
you read. 

− Keep these questions 
in mind as you read. 
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As you read, consider  
how Ut might feel, coming 
to a new country and a 
new school. 
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•  jangled 

•  twittered 

•  gleamed 

•  darted 

•  scrawled  

•  margins 
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jangled 
−  Somewhere, a loud 

bell jangled. 
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jangled 
−  Somewhere, a loud 

bell jangled. 

−  The set of keys 
jangled noisily when  
I picked them up. 
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twittered 
−  The round-eyed 

children twittered. 

Copyright © 2010 Sacramento County Office of Education 
Some images used under license from Shutterstock, Inc. 

twittered 
−  The round-eyed 

children twittered. 

−  The class twittered 
happily when the 
teacher said they had 
a surprise visitor. 
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gleamed 
− His laughing eyes gleamed 

like watermelon seeds. 
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gleamed 
− His laughing eyes gleamed 

like watermelon seeds. 

− When the princess put on 
her necklace, the diamonds 
gleamed like stars in the 
night sky. 
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darted 
−  That red-haired boy 

darted behind the 
dumpster. 

Copyright © 2010 Sacramento County Office of Education 
Some images used under license from Shutterstock, Inc. 



For Use with Open Court 
3rd Grade, Unit 1, Lesson 2 

Friendship: “Angel Child, Dragon Child” 

Curriculum Companion 
Sacramento County Office of Education  12 

darted 
−  That red-haired boy 

darted behind the 
dumpster. 

−  The rabbit darted 
across the path and ran 
into the tall grass. 
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scrawled 
− Raymond scrawled my 

words in black squiggles. 
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scrawled 
− Raymond scrawled my 

words in black squiggles. 

−  I saw the postman 
coming, so I scrawled 
the address on the 
envelope and quickly put 
the stamp in place. 

Copyright © 2010 Sacramento County Office of Education 
Some images used under license from Shutterstock, Inc. 



For Use with Open Court 
3rd Grade, Unit 1, Lesson 2 

Friendship: “Angel Child, Dragon Child” 

Curriculum Companion 
Sacramento County Office of Education  13 

margins 
−  I crayoned pictures in 

the margins. 
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margins 
−  I crayoned pictures in 

the margins. 

−  After I wrote the letter, I 
drew little hearts in the 
margins of the paper. 
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